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Achyutadevaraya granted a Kavulu to the farmers of Neravafl
community who migrated from Kumool, to build a village in
Gandikotasima79. The Vijayanagara Kings encouraged the
development of forests on the borders of the kingdom to
enabel the forest tribes to settle down so that they could
check the advance of the enemies of the Kingdom80.

FAMINES :

Inspite of the fact that extensive irrigation works
existed in Rayalaseema, stilf agriculture was a gamble in
rainfall and the failure of which resulted in the famine
conditions. It occured due to several causes, such as
drought, inundation, failure of crops and diseases like plague
etc,. The inscriptions from Rayalaseema rarely refer to
conditions of famines.

Wanton destruction through war and invading
armies might be the causes of famine in our period.
Whenever army invaded, the people of villages used to run
away, without cark>g for their cattle, stores of grains ami
standing crops. The army also caused great destmcfion to
the irrigation works. Lack of fast and effective means of
communication hindered the relief operations. Carts and pack
bullocks were the only means by which surplus agricultural
products could be transported from one place to another,
and hence any relief measures for an afflicted area were
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